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appears on this occasion must occasion a disadvantage
for which there is no possible remedy. I mean that
Ms coming on so much in the character of a favourite
actor, called on by the public, for the gratification of
their idle taste and pleasure, to give them a specimen
and display of eloquence and oratory, must put the
real business so much aside, and extinguish so entirely
the true character in which he ought to stand, that, let
Ms performance be what it will, it must lose, without
redemption, the effect wMch belongs to real actual
business, with the powerful impression and all the
charms of sincerity and genuine feeling. If you were to
form a judgment of Sheridan's speech on Tuesday from
this unfavourable introduction, you would certainly be
misled, and think much too low of it. It was a very
great exertion of talent, understanding, a^d skill in
composition, and was the work of a man of very extra-
ordinary genius* There was not one sentence in which
you did not perceive the exercise of a most ingenious,
acute, penetrating, and lively mind; and it was
strewed very tMck with more brilliant periods of elo-
quence ,and poetical imagination, and more lively
sallies of wit, than could be produced probably by more
than one other man in the world, with whom, however,
they spring up and shoot out with all the luxuriance
and grace of spontaneous nature. TMs certainly
cannot be said of Sheridan's flowers, which are pro-
duced by great pains, skill, and preparation, and are
delivered in perfect order* ready tied up in regular